22	THE   WORLD   OF   HESIOD
at one stroke of Kimmerians, northern darkness, and the
short summer nights and long clays alike.
This only confirms the impression made by the pottery
of the " dark age " that now ensues. " Mycenaean " pottery
of the fourteenth century is in one style, which was known
throughout the Aegean and the Levant; its products,
competent and uniform, occur alike in Argolis and Boiotia,
Ithaka and Thessaly, Thrace, Asia Minor, Crete, Cyprus,
Syria, and Egypt. The new " geometric " vase-painting
has many local styles ; the Athenian is quite unlike the
Boiotian, and that of Euboia is not like either of them.
Also, though sometimes exported, it is rarely exported far
—the trade to which its distribution bears witness is rarely
anything more than a casual affair between neighbours.
The pottery of Corinth, which was as much exported as
any, reaches Boiotia, Delphoi, Argolis, and the island of
Thera; but even this limited range belongs chiefly to the
latter part of the dark age, hardly before the generation
of 850. We arc in a home-keeping age. For every Greek
of the Geometric period, even for great men like Homer,
the limits of the world are narrow. The ends of the earth,
full of monsters and imagined terrors, are not far outside
Greek waters. But what this must mean, not only for trade
but in its effect on imagination and breadth of outlook, can
easily be realized.
Population also had declined in the period of the great
wars—or so one may well believe, and so the Greeks of the
dark age thought. The Cyprian Lays, one of the earliest
of those " cyclic" epics written probably in the eighth
century to supply the Iliad with sequels and a prelude,
plainly enunciated the theory that the Trojan War was
God's cure for over-population l; and the Iliad itself speaks
of pestilence following itx the track of the sword.
1 S on II, i, 5 (Allen, Oxford text, frag, i).   As it may not be everywhere
accessible, it may be worth quoting ;-—
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(wntfnwerf on p. 23)

